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Buddha gave equal rights to all the members of
the church, whether they came of a high caste or
a low caste; whether they belonged to a rich
class or came of poor classes. Buddha also made
the language of the common people the medium
of his discourses, with the result that his message
came to be understood by the people very easily.
The loftiness of Buddha's character, the no-
bility of his teaching, the power of organization
showrn by him, the zeal of his preachers, the easy
medium of their discourses; all these things made
for the rapid spread of Buddhism. It was, there-
fore, no wonder that Buddhism spread in many
countries of the world such as Nepal, Tibet,
China, Japan, Burma, Ceylon, and Siam. To-
day, one-third of the people of the world are
Buddhists.
Nor should it be forgotten that the message of
Buddha is as helpful to-day as it was when Buddha
himself preached, In some ways it is needed more
to-day than It ever was before. The world is
to-day fiill of the spirit of strife, Man is not at
peace with himself or with his neighbours. Every-
where men are afraid of each other. They do not
look upon each other as friends, but as enemies.
This is true not only of men of different countries
but also of men who belong to the same country.
For all these difficulties of ours, Buddha offers the
best solution. In the first place, Buddha asks us
to be friendly with one another. We should not